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Lrke Sonnethrnq
From Nothing"
B Y  R A M S E Y  f  L Y N N

P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  K E I T H  W E L L E R  A N D  D A V I D  C O L W E L L

When the Humvee started to roll over during a high-speed
turn near lraq's border with Kuwait on the early afternoon of
August 12,2OO5, a piece of Michael Fletcher's top-mounted
turret gun caught him in the face, impaling him beneath the
heavv machine moments later.
lle rclnernbers htense hert. IIe renlenlbeff standing up
anc{ t,rking a few steps and throwing his helmet of{bcforc
prssing out. 'l'hcn hc rcmcmbcrs v:fting up in Waltcr
l{ccd Arllly Mcdicnl Hospiral to scc tclcviscd irnrges ofhis
l,cloved Ncw Orjc'rns in rhc wnkc of Hudcanc Krrriru
Thoryh two wccks Lad passcd
snrcc the acc ent. Fletcher founct
it h:ud to tell ifhe wAs still rl11ong
the l iv ing.  On the screen,  h;s  .n"
cestralhornc lookcd likc a twistcd
wastelatld. lle renlerrben th;nk-
nrgr '^m I in hell. ofwhnr?'

lfhcd sccn hi facc h I n,iffor
thcn, Flctchcr woult{nt havc fclt
rsurcd. Yohndr, his ncw wife oll
sevetal months. drought he looked
likc r \nonster" The center ofhis
trcc ms crushed. his nose cor
plctcly erused nto r fotnles
scramblc of flcsh. By comparison,
Fletchefs other injuries a blind'
edleft eye. a leli rrm amputrtcd at
theshoulder seemed almost inci'
dental. That dre :t'ycrr'-old ws alivc at Jl wrs e testament
to nodcm cornbat rncdicinc: F$r-rh;rl<ing n il irary doctors
hrd rcstrrted his herrt three titues during thc rncdcvac

By the rnne SeniorAilnan Fietchercarnc nrto thc care
of Patrick Byrnc at Hopkins nr famary of zoo6, thc four
mctalplatcs installed bcneath the i'lesh ofhis hrid-facclud

scrrlcd. Surgcons in Ktlw.rit h.rd pl*ed fiem thefe just
hours afrcr hrs nriury six Lnonrhs eerlier. as rn irrriflcial
forLndation laycr to protcct thc soft tissucs bcncath But
lletcher still lac[cd nny hLrrnan npproxnnation ofn nosc.
IIe still recoiled at his inragc nr thc nirror. Onc of his

physicians at Waltcr Rccd suggcstcd
he get tLsed to iti .lnother sdd he
krrew ofrn advcnnrous physicjan nr
Iidtinrorc who n;ght Lavc, di#ci-

Ryrnc, 1cxpcrt h fncinl plastic
re<onstruction, kncw that building a
new nose.nop the cmdc foundrtion
.rt the center of Mich.el lletcher's
[.re would require a long serics of
difficuh proccdurcs With thc origi-
nal rosc nissing cntircly hc would
have to crJt onc fron scmtch, har-
vesting raw parts fron rnultiplc lo-
crtions throrghout Flct.lefs bddy.
Hc counseled lletcher rbout the
tormrom chenges ahead. and told
lim rhere nighr be rn easier My

Thcy could fashior a real -looking arrilic ial nose A pros-
thesis is e ftre option ifyollwmftobail out,'said Byflrc

Thoqh Airffan I'letcher wclconcd anyhnrg thar
would redre the al\,kward starnrg of strangcrs. hc told
Byrne heil nrffer eny pain rcquircd to havc a rcal nosc
1gein.

Patrick Byrne ms goingnl
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Calling in
the Engineers

@@li'.*'
sftill a.ny Wirh so little na ,r.l srruc'
trtre to vork with. Byrn sdrghr advcn-
tuors plrtners One clnc nrthc form
of Hopkins .oll.aguc lu.n Clarcj!
(at'ovc). an anapl*tolognt whod d-
rcady hclpcd Byrnc rebuild the faces of
paticnrs who! sufcred disfiguring
msal crmcrs. Grrcir developed proto-
qpe prosthescs that allowcd surgcons
like Byrne to plan difficult procedurcs
preopeiatively On e suigery start.d,
Byrne could also use these prosthescs
to help guide his scaipek.

But rhc Fletcher case vxs somcthing
clsc rltogcther Much ofthe rclcvalt
sl;n, ilongwhh rhe prtiencs undc y-
nlg msxl stnrcture. was cotnplctcly ab-
sent. Byrne fd Garcixwould hive to
devise a novcl approach to r ecreete
Fletchert nosc frorn scratch while
also rnatcJring thc contours ofhis orign

In aprocess that graduatcd fron sil-
iconc to stone andthen to wd. Garcia
fashioncd r replicaofthe originJ nosc.

3 0  H o F K I N S  M E D I c I N E  ' \ l I . ' . E I  T o o S



,{-

I r i : r t , rsons ( l i  lc l - r )  . r  ru l ' r rLrr r r
Nl i r l  k l  ( )Dfdr . ,  ! , rg inr . i in !  h l r  n)

ins l .L i r  11r  i  I  D i , f rg .  rh woulJ
r id  in  th.  p,o. ln . r ion o l - r . l . r r  phst l .
guid.  Th.  quiJ !  t r . f  d  Lr . , l . ! t rL l i .
t r , . i1  Lr \  p f . . is i , ) , r  f l i j r l . \  c \ | . , rs  i r
. \b . r lc .n I 'n  Lr , , r  (hnrrJ t )L i .c .onl
pl:tc.1 it loulJ srrrc rs dre gocung
ir.nd thrt li m. \roulll ill $lrh .rf.
f i l l ,  . , r  f r  i  11.  | , i  I  r  u f r r  t  q
r r t i t e  r i , n p r r A I  I  i r r r r I . r l  . i
os! b..|r r)n.. rli. tl.\h r.fror r!3\
s.ulpted ri. guk1. .oul.1b. dis..rf!icL1
and the bNfd.g.s. ippl  cd
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Making
It Real
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p r r . , r t r h  L h r t , r , r , 1  r r r ' l , r r d ,  r u  o , r
r  r r  g i r  r l  , , :p l . in  l ' , , l . JL . . , l l \ . l , r i l
. [ sp .L r .  .L  rh .  ! . , I s  ]d .1  d rd .  rh .
' . (L f r  , r , r  I  i i r i  s l . i r i  r i i \ ! . . . r r ' i .  lN . l
\ i rL , , . , r i  I  l . r . l ) . r ' s  iL ! r rL  l i , f . . ! , ! .  idL '

\1 in r r  ! , , {  ( ) ,  rL r r  L r t r \ . ,L lL ,1 r r . r  l ' L ) r ron !
, , l i . . r  r r i {  , ,b  .o f r t r i i .L l  r l r . l l r  n .
ror l  rhr t  roul . l  prop rp rhc 11csh.  r11
:rlrrlnl togcrlu to tom.r scrtlrld tor
thc tllclcr l1rp pqunI1,on tf c
6, .h. .J  fo ND. r !D.  81f f .  pr .
Ji.ril rlr iof.h.id l'l.p \ f.f l rr..\
ur \oulL l  l i leh , rern rhrL crcr_r  t rnc
\L, rh. re l  l : leLcher srntcheJ hrs rosr
he. l  f reLr  sc r : t io , r  oLr I is  Lore|e: rJ

l r r I

l l ! .  L r A r  . , r J  , n o \ r  J r r  n ! , , 1  r h . *
, . r n l r . J  1 1 \ , . . \  f l L , i f r  r D h . r r . \ r  l l . ! h
r , ) . , n . i  t l r f n f \  f o \ .  . J , J ' ,  l r f

,  i r  id , )L i t  r  .hrp.J p i r t r  m om rhr
l l . s  i , ) l  f l . i . L . f r  l i , , . h . r L 1  r f . f l \
p . r l i r t  , r i . , t r l i  1 , , t . \1 . ,  i , r  l ,u , i i rLr  L i , rs .
l1rs |  , r r r r l ,  l , l r  r  J t rsLn r l . , :  s  prr
Lrr r .  . r .n , ,L l l , rg  t t )  l \Lr i .

1 , ,  t [  , r . : . r , r t  , r r  n ! , .nr  { r
g. r f r , r fcn.d i  s i r . l .  ! lc r . r . ,  s  los. l
r lghr  r lL  crgc ro h l r  cst  r  rht  nc l i
pcr rior oirib t onc rhrr (oul.1 prorrlc
rh. f.\. drr. riil trou Nlndr Ij]n.
o,ld ..,r!. .l.nnns ro rhc nor msrl
\ t ,n . tur .  \ \ 'h l l .  f l .  r i l r  p fo. .dt r rc  r r
til[1 Brmc delcrreh pLiscd rprn
ihc. r r i l . r l  r r . rs  lust  rbor . . { i f r rxn
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l r r  i  i r  \  f f . , 1  L  f l  r r
(  ; i r . i r 's  r , . ! \ l r . .nr  sngi . . l  gudr-  ovf ,
r  r .  r lsng nnsr  rcLr . I  s i rc  ro \ .n l l
.o . rp l i . ! , . .  This  is  Nhrr  w.  do 1; r . r
brng. . l  rp  rop eu,r ,c f  h. . \p ix i , ,cd

.  \  i r . ,  soni .  ] r . . l iL ig  r inr  to .  r l i is
pt l i , r i , r . r ,  r .  srnr . tL l rc  l i l . r .h . ,  r .
tu .DeJ l i , ,  .nnh.r  hc ivv l i f r idg p l i r \ r
or  ( ) i rob. ,  14.  roo6 l r  t l , is  far  . !
1rr11 '  ankrr  sgr  rhc r , rs ,ndgr i t icd
forthcad drp \oLrld rrch ,n r scDri.ifclc
.Lown tc, rlie hp olrFl.rch.f\ cDcfgnrg
r ' rs . ls t r t r . tu 'e .  in  a b ld b. . r \  i rnrr .
csr.blisliirg ,lcLuxl Ir.l us.uld roots
inirs ne\! locxrlon ft lred io renr.iin
tlis $a\ 1;f sixweel\ rc b.com. pfop-
crh las.ulirlz.d I hc cypos.d llxp hid
ro bc pfotectc.l ard.lcancd drllll
F lc t .herrd.pt .J  b l . ler ln lghishonle
ncar . \ndrc$s,Ur |o,cc Lr is .  onl \  tur
th.  In . \ t . ru . la l  rppoinrDenrs

r/ rjiiili
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The Detour

ri,cd r setbr.k Lfcctio. hr.t t*€n
root in tle erposcd r-1ap especirll,vdt-
mtling the rrca oirlc c,nerging naul_
r ip Blme; i t l . rcd r  set ies ot rcscuc ct '
fols to presen. sornc ftogress IIe
thcn p, opose.l sone rchrilding btt
r lcrc lo as lc . l  for  r ' tnncour ' to t  t l ,e
ho1ir,"s Lcfor" ml rnorehcr"r p'"c.
durs Hc l i l t  depLes.d.  Crn IJrNt
rilic. L.fe for. rtrilc? hcxsked

l])nie rc.iLri.s.i. i.d N{iclrrel xn.L
lb1.nia Nldr td{.{l.f Nli T,cll iri to$r
hcatlcLl to l'1orl.h to spcnd sonc timc
rv idrhcr  p lcnts Oncc drc, r  rc tur  rc . l
honic. Flctthcr remrinctl n,c cstll
, . . l , rs i \c  Leeping rh.  dfcss ing o!e i  I1s
.ri.1 li.c \bl.ndr h.lf..1t(, nrrke cnds
n,ot bl scllng cosn,rtics

B) thc afrcrfoon of.\pril r.r. ro.)7.
FlctchcrN.s re:d) lifhls last procc
duc sone ofn r redo. sonc ofit ltrr a
mino,  ref i r ing 01 .ontours Dunrgnis
prc opvisitlriih rhe fati.Dt. l]).rc
rske.1 l letcher r{lch piccc of n,rsir
l ic !  oost l l le  to  herLvhi lc  goingrn-

'Got any jazu i rste.l the nrtirc of
New Orle.ns Flctch., hxdrt t beeir
back to hls honctorrn sirrce hetl left for
thc flaicc in ]oo,t Jrzz somded lihc r
grcrt ca. I vc got Allen loussuit.'
snilcd B,vmc

,\s hc s,as pq'rLcd for rnesthesir nr
11)e op. f r r i ig  roon.  r l . tch. r  jokc. l
rvhile rnendants rcrLllc.l rn I\' lir hr
rcmuuigrrm. l , is  r ig l r r ,  I  rvrnt  i t  r r
t h c o r L . r l n r t h i s t l f t . '

The Unveiling @@m,.t , - t  r , , . , . ,
r i u r ' d f ,  l p  i r \ l o L n r ' l  r l

vc i ta l  tnovr lo fh is  bndagc Ht  s rs
gr .e te . t  b l .  th re .  r . ld is ion  c fe$s

'c.!i 
)or LJr.ir|c: on! frp,),ter

rskcd rs hc crtcrcd tltt vite. closc\'
rnllowcd br.hls s,ilt.

'\i$ " snilcd Flctrl,er fon t'ehn
thebrncfigc lcrf.-ctly'

\,rother rskcd shrthc nrcsr lookerl
fors.ad to al-ter dre brndagc crmc oft.

l\aonymityr" |e nswt'rcd tluicl]1
''Whcn 

ro lose it lou hiov1v[at it
rvas I want to be eble to ridk dorvn thc
sneelvith l'olench en.l n,v boy ard
lule no one roti.e Ne "

$'ith littlc cdcnror): l-lerch.r iooh
his phcc orla srool. I'rfi.k n,lrne
s teppcd closc gcntll. rreel i ng the bxnd -
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rge ,rway Evcn rhrolLgh thc r.nun ng ftces of
ntrgicd sc.trnrg. d,e new nosc looked

Iletcher hoked erornd. oyirg to reed tlc faces of
dL'ro people garlrred rrDurd him for sone sigtrof

Fnullr one officnhandedhilrr i nirror "$onocr-

Fxrther qrestioN cnsued. One reportcr rsked ifhc
could torchllctchcrr new nosc. atriif Flerct er couid
feel the sensrtions nornally.

Ilet.her assured ihe reportcr rlnt he could. The
onlydiffercncc Lretween this and m,v old nosc n rhet I
canl \riggle it.'

No\r oLLt of thc Air Force and preparine 6r r new
l r  " . o r . e s l r c r ,  r . . \ .  i r . r r r . . | | o ; 1 n . 1 c r , " , " . . " " , , "
lvli.lael Fleich.r has liftletrccd ro viggle lis nev nosc.
"livo-year-old lvli--rrel1 liowever. is doins alor oftliat
for|im Hc's having a 6cld dat- sith it " *
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